[Enoximone].
Enoximone is a new cardiotonic agent, active by both intravenous and oral routes of administration. Its pharmacological effects are due to the inhibition of the type IV phosphodiesterase: positive inotropism, vasodilatation and positive chronotropic action. The efficacy of enoximone in improving cardiovascular function in patients with congestive heart failure has been documented in many studies, but not in studies having mortality as the main end-point. In conclusion, enoximone cannot be safely proposed yet for the chronic treatment of congestive heart failure in association with classic management, until convincing evidence of its long-term benefit/risk profile will be given.